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	Event No 1
	3
	Event Short Title
	VBAC03

	Event Start Date
	01/07/03
	Event Duration
	5 days

	Event Location
	PORTO
	Country Code2
	P


	Information on Participants (Regardless of Funding Source)

	Total number of young researchers4, 
	who are nationals of, and active inside, a Member or an Associated State5
	38

	
	who are nationals of, but active outside, a Member or an Associated State5
	 5

	Total number of researchers of any age3 who are nationals of, 
	and active inside, a Member or an Associated State5
	55

	
	and active outside, a Member or an Associated State5
	 8

	
	the New Independent States (N.I.S.)8
	 6

	
	the USA
	 4

	
	Japan
	 1


	Presentation & Publication6

	Total number of keynote presentations/lectures7
	15

	Total number of oral contributions
	36
	Number of oral contributions from young researchers4
	18

	Total number of posters
	N/A
	Number of posters from young researchers4
	N/A

	Total number of contributions published in refereed scientific journals
	N/A

	Total number of contributions published in any other publication
	N/A


	Project’s Homepage & Other Links

	Indicate any relevant web addresses where additional information can be found on this project
	Homepage:

Other Links:
	http://www.math.ist.utl.pt/~cfloren/VBAC2003.html

	
	
	http://www.mi.uni-erlangen.de/~forkel/vbac/home.html

	
	
	

	
	
	


1)
Enter the event number for an Event Report and F for a Final Report.

2)
Enter official Commission Country Code (see Annex IV).
3) 
Enter totals including Young Researchers.

4) 
Young Researchers are researchers up to an age limit of 35 years at the time of the event. Allowance is made for compulsory military or civil service and childcare (maximum 2 years per child for the actual time spent off work).

5)
On 01 July 2001, Member States are: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom, and Associated States are: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Israel. For up-to-date information look at http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/src/3rdcountries.htm.

6) 
If not applicable to the event, enter N/A.

7)
Invited keynote speakers or lecturers must be internationally recognised experts in the topic concerned. They must have an active role in the event.

8)
For further details look at http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/src/3rdcountries.htm.
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	Summary (maximum 2 pages)

	Scientific Highlights:

It is difficult to identify highlights from this event because of the high standard of all contributions.   However, the contributions related to the work of Andrei Nikolayevich Tyurin, to whom the meeting was dedicated, should be particularly noted.   There were several talks on principal bundles, a subject of considerable current interest, and on various types of augmented bundle (parabolic bundles, Higgs bundles and others).

Training:

The principal talks included surveys and reports on current research, which will have benefited young researchers.   There were also many excellent contributions from young researchers (18 out of 36).   However the greatest value of the event to young researchers was certainly the opportunity provided for them to discuss their work with senior participants.

European Added Value (incl. Networking): 

The participants included, for the first time, a young researcher from Estonia;  there were also three from Poland and five Romanians, three of them now working in the USA.

In all 9 EU countries and 5 associated states were represented and there were speakers from Russia, India, USA, Japan, Korea, Algeria and Brazil.

The VBAC group has strong links with several of these countries and also with Mexico, which it is seeking to develop further.

Additional Information:

This event was dedicated to Andrei Nikolayevich Tyurin, who was to have given a keynote talk.   His contributions to algebraic geometry covered a wide range, with vector bundles being his first interest and continuing to play a major role in his work up until his death.   He was a good friend of VBAC and had contributed to many of our meetings.   He was also a great inspiration to young researchers both within Russia and throughout the world.

The number of participants was greater than in previous years.   To reflect this and to allow the young researchers to participate fully, there were more talks than previously (36 against 24 last year) including some parallel sessions.


1)
Enter the event number for an Event Report and F for a Final Report.
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	Public Outreach2 (maximum 1 page)

	Algebraic geometry occupies a central position in mathematics.  It is concerned with describing and classifying solutions to systems of equations which arise in almost every branch of pure mathematics, in theoretical physics and in many applied areas such as computer science.   Vector bundles on algebraic curves constitute an example where the basic classification has been completed but work on the detailed descriptions continues.   This area provides many problems which can serve as a training ground for the mathematicians of the future both in industry and in universities.

The VBAC group was set up in 1993 with the particular object of encouraging the participation of young researchers in this area of research.   The first conference organised by VBAC took place in 1994 and there have been annual meetings since 1997.   The conferences for the period 1998-2000 were funded largely by a EuroConference contract under the TMR  programme.

The 2003 conference was the last of three funded by the present EuroConference contract.   The participation of young researchers was encouraged as always.   This year more than 50 of the 86 participants came into this category, and they delivered 18 of the 36 talks.   The number of keynote talks by international experts from European and non-European countries was also increased.

9 EU countries, 5 associated states (Romania, Poland, Bulgaria, Israel and, for the first time, Estonia) and 9 other countries (India, Japan, Mexico, USA, Romania, Korea, Algeria, Brazil, Vietnam) were represented.   The interaction of researchers from a wide spread of backgrounds is one of the most significant factors of the VBAC meetings.


1)
Enter the event number for an Event Report and F for a Final Report.

2)
Please provide in this section a summary of the content of the event for the general public
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