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Introduction to the actuarial profession



2

Copyright © Watson Wyatt Worldwide. All rights reserved

3

What do actuaries do?

 As well as communicating complex financial issues 
in an understandable way, actuaries:

– Apply their statistical, economic and mathematical 
expertise and knowledge to the financial world

– Look at what’s happened in the past and use it to 
make predictions about the future – typically through 
modelling

– Develop appropriate strategies for their clients based 
on risks faced and the probability of certain events 
happening
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The best job in the world …
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Who are we and what we do?
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Who are we?
 We have nearly 8,000 associates across 107 offices, in 

32 countries

 We operate practices in areas:
– Benefits Group
– Investment Consulting 
– Insurance and Financial 

Services (I&FS)
– Technology Administration

Solutions
– Human Capital Group (HCG)
– Business Services

 Quoted on the NYSE and Nasdaq



4

Copyright © Watson Wyatt Worldwide. All rights reserved

7

The Lisbon office

 The Lisbon office started its activities in January 1995 
and currently employs some 50 associates. 

 Watson Wyatt has changed the way in which it handles 
valuations in Europe! We have already hired 18 new 
associates in Lisbon to resource our European Valuation 
Centre (EVC) and our plans are to continue to take on 
valuation work from across Watson Wyatt's extensive 
network of European offices

 Following its initial success, we are now planning to 
expand our EVC operation by taking on board a further 
20 skilled graduates in September 2009.
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The real world



5

Copyright © Watson Wyatt Worldwide. All rights reserved

9

EVC Analyst Recruitment - Timetable

 Application in by 

 Assessement Center during

 Job offers to be issued in

 Join Watson Wyatt in

 Training in Lisbon and London

30 April 09

May/June 09

July  09

24 August 09

Late August 09
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Recruitment schedule
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Why join us?

 Learning & Development
 Permanent contract
 Lunch and parking allowance
 Travel allowance
 Membership of a contributory pension scheme
 Private medical insurance
 Life cover
 Bonus (performance related)
 Flexible benefits
 International opportunities

watsonwyatt.com/europe/portugal/careers
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